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the peasantry is outside of the province of this scamper over
the 350 million course. But the whole story of India really
lies in the poorness of the land, the harshness of the climate
and the difficulties in making improvement. Many a young
commercial traveller dreams of the day when this apparently
countless field for the gramophone and the safety razor can
be opened up, failing to see that never never, can this barren
soil and this prolific people ever rise to the standards of life
that will serve his purpose.

There is one element of truth in the fraudulent Gandhi
propaganda, and the story is so old that even the Civil
Service who love the people have forgotten. A century ago
the coming of the world trade to India and the importance
of bright machine-made clothes killed the village weaving
industries. In those days villages spun their own clothes.
Steadily since then has local effort been ousted. The scenes
in the ditches of forts and city walls where the long cloths
were woven by hand in the open by men, women and
children out in the sunlight, with hand shuttles, are gone,
and gone, as has been said, many a long year. It is deplor-
ably sad, but an inevitable result of machinery and the
modern ways of life.

INDUSTRY

With go per cent of the people living in villages, industry,
as we know it, is almost unknown outside the great ports.
The amount of machinery in use in India is very small. In
Bombay and Ahmedabad and a few other places there are, it
is trues many huge cotton mills. A very considerable increase
in factories and machinery has it is also true taken place
in the last few years, but in the aggregate it is comparatively
trivial. Even here but little of the labour is stabilized
and continuous, it all comes in from distant villages, the
villager coming to spin when work on the land is slack.
The same applies to the workers in the coal-mines, and only
perhaps in the railway workshops are the hands at all per-
manent. It will be readily observed that this has its good
side; but the fact is that India is not an industrialized country.